
 

 

Narrative Rubric 

 

Webpage ● The student has created a “Standard” webpage. 
● The name of the page is “Short Story” 
● The story starts with a proper title and an image. 

10% 

Basics ● At least 600 words. 
● text aligned left. 
● internet-style paragraphs. 
● The text has been proofread carefully. 

10% 

Tense ● The story is told in the simple past tense. (All the main verbs 
are past tense verbs). 

● The tense is consistent throughout.  

10% 

Point of View ● The story is told from one of these points of view: 
○ 1st person 
○ 3rd person limited 

10% 

Setting ● The overall setting is clear. I should not have to guess about 
where or when your story is taking place. 

● At least one place in your story is described with words that 
appeal to three or more senses:  

○ What does the place look like? 
○ How does it smell? 
○ How does it feel? 
○ How does it sound? 
○ How does it taste? 

10% 

Protagonist ● The story has a protagonist, and the protagonist has a 
problem: 

○ Either the protagonist wants something new—and he 
or she wants it very, very badly. 

○ Or, a problem has disrupted the happy life that the 
protagonist once had, and he or she is desperate to 
make this problem go away. 

10% 

Antagonist ● The story has an antagonist—someone who is trying to 
prevent the protagonist from getting what he or she wants. 

● The motives of the antagonist may be good or bad. 
● The antagonist cannot be “Nature.” It must be a person or a 

“thing” that can talk.  
 
 

10% 

1 



 

 

Structure ● The story is told in chronological order. (No flashbacks) 
● The story has a beginning, middle, and end. 

○ In the beginning, the problem is introduced. 
○ In the middle, the problem gets worse. 
○ In the end, the protagonist—by his or her own 

efforts—resolves the problem. 

10% 

Dialogue ● At least 10 lines of dialogue. 
● At least 5 of those lines should be an argument between the 

protagonist and the antagonist.  
● Dialogue should be punctuated and formatted properly. 

10% 

Resolution ● The story has a happy ending. In other words, either: 
○ The protagonist succeeds in getting what he or she 

wants, or 
○ The protagonist experiences an inward change that 

leads to happiness. (I didn’t get what I thought I 
wanted, but I got something even better!) 

 

10% 
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